December20D

Congregational Meet

Sunday, December 15%
following the AM Service

|

Elder Nominations: I
Bennett Bonnema :
Mike Bonnema I
Mike Groen I
Chad Taatjes :
|

|

Combined
Candlelight Service
Sunday, December

Deacon Nominations:

Doug Asche 2ond
5:30 pm
Jon Setrum P

Join us for the

Lord’s Supper

1
: Cory Erickson
1
| Wayne Tensen

Sunday School Christmas Program

oRedLetter Christmas

Tuesday, December 24" at 5:30 pm

Join us and bring your family and neighbors to

celebrate our Saviors Birth!
L e et -

Congregational Meeting

All mitten tree gifts need to
have the mitten attached to
the wrapped gift and returned
to Church by Sunday,
December 8™,

Noisy Offering Guessing Game:
Guess how much the Noisy
Offering has helped to support
the future Haiti Missions trips?
Please let us know your guess at
the table behind the Sanctuary.
Prizes for adults and children!
Closest without going over wins!
Contest ends Sun., Dec. 22"
following the am service.
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Our condolences to the
Grussing family in the death

of Fred Grussing who passe / E ; 5 .,
away on Fri., Oct. 25 - / 2

Our Condolences to the Greg
Bonnema and Rady Bonnema
families in the passing of their

Aunt, Darlene.

Thank you from the MAC-PAC program for your generous, open-hearted donations. More
than 900 food items were collected from area churches, with an approximate value of $1000.
The number of MACCRAY students served continues to grow, currently at 100 per week, so
your contributions make a significant impact for this program that runs on donations. The
financial gifts received are also very helpful. Your compassionate response is sincerely
appreciated, as are your prayers for these children and families.

The Raymond-Bunde GEMS would The Raymond-Bunde GEMS Club
like to thank you for the generous would like to thank you for all the

donations of soup, pie, bake sale i 4 A | donations given for Operation
items, and monetary donations at our 1._]' % /| Christmas Child. We packed 34
Soup Supper and Bake Sale. We | boxes! We appreciate all your

raised $3,978 to help cover the cost e support!
of curriculum, meals, and fun nights ‘ N v

fqr GEMS. We also support our /2, Thank you to all the ladies who worked
sister clubs around the world. We are and brought food for the Bloodmobile.
SO blesged to be a part of such a We received 20 units of blood.
supportive community. Thank you! Wilma Boonstra

Michelle and | would like to thank everyone for the gifts, cards, and words of encouragement given in the

past month or so for pastor appreciation. We are grateful to God for his leading and placing us here in

Raymond. It was clearly communicated we are loved and we pray you know we love you. Thanks again.
Pastor Aaron and Michelle

ANHarvestCobmpuae i ty S
Unity CRC in Prinsburg
Sun., December 8™
4:00 pm
We gathered in October to pray and ask God for Harvest
weather, and He graciously granted it. We gather on
December 8 to give thanks to Him for the harvest weather,
harvest provision, and the harvest hope realized. We also
gather to continue to intercede for the crop that remains
unharvested, fields needing fall tillage, and for a number of
farm families for whom the season has taken a devastating
toll, emotionally and financially. This service will include a
Communion commemoration, a coming together of the body of
Christ in love for one another and to honor Christ. An offering
will be taken once again for relief for farmers impacted by the
difficult growing conditions of this season in the upper
Midwest. Let us come together with thanks and prayers to
remember and believe and renew our hope in God.
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- ]
Welcome

Harper June Olson

Harper was born on Monday, October 28™ to Adam & Amanda Olson.
| Harper weighed 7 Ibs., 6 0z. and 21 inches long.

! Grandparents: Mike & Jolene Bonnema
| Great-Grandparents: Geneva & Gordon Grussing and Marge Groen

| Welcome

Callum Henry Boonstra

Callum was born on Tuesday, October 29th to
! Cody & Rylee Boonstra of Chester, NE. He weighed 8 |
Ibs., 10 oz. and 20 ¥z inches long. .

Welcome
Vignette L. Erickson

| Vignette was born on Thursday, November 7t to Logan & Annie
i Erickson. Vignette weighed 8 Ibs.,15 oz. and 19 % inches long.

i Grandparents: Doug & Kim Erickson |
i_Great-Grandparents: Jerry & Caryl Erickson and John & Pat Taatjes |

Welcome a4

Willa June & Hank Wells Bonnema

Hank & Will were born on Wednesday, November 20"
to Brent & Anna Bonnema.

Willa was born at 3:08 am and weighed 5 Ibs. 10 oz.

I
I
|
Hank was born at 2:28 am and weighed 6 Ibs 10 oz. |
I
Grandparents: Greg & Cheryl Bonnema |
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MinistryChristmd2arties

Ladies Aid Christmas Part

Wednesday, December 4" at Noon

CADETS
Christmas Party

We will have a luncheon that includes devotions,
prayer and singing Christmas carols. Don’t forget
the Christmas dessert...Yum!

Wednesday
December 1 1" at 6:00 pm

The Legend of the

. , Candy Cane i

" Christmas Caroling ¢ NN/~

: I | \ \ kattheW W
Christmas Party | t ‘

\What do you see?

| i that arefld (
Wednesday, December 18t Stripes

T 4:00 — 6:30 pm |

WHENTHEY

SAW THE STAR,
7 THEY

My Lord, that’s for sure!

1 .\\ Turn it around
1 |’ \
P | And a oZagh YO will <2
4 [ i
\ jesus My W

MATTHEW 210 Gistiom fm‘\(

The Andersan Family

JAM ChristmaRarty

|
|
N Wednesday, December 18"
i
|

Jr. JAM Christmas Party

Saturday, December 14" .
y Watch for more Information to come!

i [
| |
| [
| |
|
: We plan to go bowling. Please meet in !
; Raymond at 10:30 am. We plan to bowl at the |
I New London Bowler with pizza for dinner. :
: |
| [
| |
| |
| |
I |

| Ugly Christmas Sweaters allowed. Please
! bring $6 cash and we also plan to do a gift
- exchange, so please bring a gender neutral
| $5 wrapped gift, if your son/daughter would
| like to participate.

oJJ /AL

osus /nd e
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AREA NEWS/NEEDS

Upcoming School Concerts

|
|
CMCS: !
Mon., 12/9 @ 7 pm — 5-12 Band Christmas Concert (Event Center) !
Fri., 12/13 @ 7 pm — K-5 Christmas Program (HS Gym) !
Mon., 2/16 @ 7 pm - 6-12 Choir Christmas Concert (Event Center) !
|
|
|
|
|

MACCRAY:

Tues., 12/3 @ 2:30 or 6:45 pm — West Elementary Holiday Concert
Thurs., 12/5 @ 2:30 or 6:45 pm — East Elementary Holiday Concert
Tues., 12/10 @ 7:30 pm — 7-12 Band & Choir Holiday Concert

Raymond Lions Club Breakfast Renville County Christmas Chor
Saturday, December 7t = 2019 Cantata
8 am to noon @j AAnd on Eart

Serving: Pancake, French Toast, & Sausage
g g Thursday, December 5" at 7 pm

Free-will donation. Proceeds for Raymond Fire at St. Aloysius Catholic Church in Olivia
Department and Raymond Ambulance. Or

Sunday, December 5" at 4 pm
at Emden CRC in Renville

qulgewater Campus This concert is sponsored by the Olivia
Ministry has a need for Kiwanis Club as a fundraiser for Renville

men’s winter wear, County Food S_helf gnd Sa_nt_a ]
includi t d al Closet. Everyone is invited to join us to
Including coats ana gloves. begin the Christmas season with

They have men who are inspirational music and fellowship.

working and going to

school and sacrificing
winter wear for other bills.
Contact Jeff at 905-0345 for
¢ . donation location.

Lost:
Batman Gear!

To retrieve, see Lora
in the Office.

Sunday School Memory Work: November
*Represents a change from original document.

Preschool & Kindergarten: Proverbs 3:5

**qst gnd @ 31d Grade: Luke 2:8-15

**qth 5th @ 6 Grade: Matthew 2:1-2; Matthew 2:10-11a; John 3:16; and John 3:17
7th & 8" Grade: Apostles Creed

High School: Lords Day 1 Q&A 1&2 and Lord’s Day 2
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l(id! Rock -Solid Protection

Brennan listened as the women on TV reported that temperatures had dropped to a record-breaking low
with a strong wind. “Can we still go for our breakfast tomorrow morning?” he asked anxiously. To him, the
best part of the season was having breakfast with his dad the day before Christmas. Each year, they’'d get
up at dawn, load backpacks with supplies, and walk through the snow to a favorite spot on a nearby lake,
where they would start a fire and cook their food. Now he wondered if they would have to change their
plans because of the weather.

“It will be an adventure — a really cold one,” said Dad. “But let’s do it.”

Early the next morning, they dressed in several layers of warm clothes and headed for the lake. Wind
whipped the snow all around, stinging Brennan’s cheeks. When they finally made it to the rocky lakeshore,
Brennan was so cold! “Maybe we shouldn’t have come,” he yelled to his father over the sound of the wind.

“We’ll be okay,” Dad assured him. “Head for those boulders over there.”

Behind a towering rock, Brennan instantly felt warmer. Within minutes, they had a fire going, and they
began to warm up even more. ‘| can hardly feel the wind here,” said Brennan.

‘I know,” said Dad as he turned bacon in the frying pan. “We can hear it blowing all around us, but the
rocks protect us from most of its effects.” He cracked some eggs into the pan. “This huge rock is a good
picture of what the Bible means when it says God is our Rock. He gives shelter and protection, and we
can trust Him even though there’s chaos all around.”

“My teacher at church said something like that,” said Brennan, “but | didn’t really know what it meant until
now.”

Dad put the bacon and eggs on their plates, and Brennan poured hot chocolate out of the thermos. “I'm
glad we came,” said Brennan, “but I'd hate to be out here very long without this rock to shelter us.”

“Me, too,” said Dad. “It reminds me that life can also bring many storms — and I'd hate to be in this world
without God, our Rock, to shelter me.”

GIVING BRINGS YOU

|
|
KEY VERSE I “Keys for Kids”
AiHe (God) only is my rock and my Devotional
be moved.0 Psalm 62:6 i

Have you ever stood behind a big rock to get out of the wind? Rocks can protect you in many
ways, and the Bible says God is a Rock for Christians. He gives shelter and protection from the bad
things of this world. Remember that He is there for you during storms in your life — the difficult
experiences you sometimes have to face. Go to Him and trust Him to see you through.




